Chapter 7 – Causes of the Civil War

TERM


DEFINITION



SIGNIFICANCE

	The West


	Western territories not yet states with rich soil, good climate, and great rivers.
	

	Manifest Destiny


	
	

	States’ rights


	
	

	Abolition


	
	

	Missouri Compromise


	
	Threatened the balance between slave and free states

	Dred Scott 


	Slave who was brought to free state of Missouri then moved back to a slave state.
	Sued for freedom, Supreme Court ruled slaves were property whether in free or slave state.

	Sectionalism


	
	

	Compromise of 1850


	
	Increased division over slavery.

North refused to honor Fugitive Slave Act.

	Kansas – Nebraska Act


	
	

	Economics

	Northern and Southern U.S. had mixed economies of agriculture and industry.

North = more industrial

South = more agricultural
	North = urban, interdependent, government 

              services

South = rural, country, isolated, independent

	Tariffs


	
	

	Nullification


	· The belief that states had the right to nullify or declare null and void any Federal laws.  

· This belief came from interpretation of the 10th Amendment.
	

	Secession


	
	

	Election of 1860


	
	

	Alexander Stephens


	U.S. Congress representative from GA
	Confederate Vice President


