Georgia Constitution of 1777 (Savannah)
· New Goal for each colony: STATEHOOD

· Each new state- develop its own method of governance & pass laws that met its needs

· Government choices: 

· Most power by a few wealthy landowners and merchants

· Whigs- equal government- people govern selves

· WHIGS WON

· Government based on the separation of powers, citizens agree on how they are governed

· May 1777- GA adopted first state constitution 

· 8 counties formed

· Unicameral (one house) legislature – very broad powers 

· Members of Constitutional convention wanted to SEVERELY limit power of the governor

· One year governor team

· Gov was selected by legislature (not vote)

· Actual power was in the hands of the Executive council--12 lawmakers in legislature

· Executive council- accept/reject any proposals from gov

· Selected John Treutlen (a Salzburger) as governor

THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION

· Founding fathers wanted us to be different from England

· Intentionally established a weak national government

· Unicameral legislature- Congress- each state: ONE vote

· No Chief executive, no national court system

Weaknesses:

· Congress could not pay the colonial soldiers during the Revolutionary War or after

· Congress asked states for help, many ignored/rejected request

· No power to trade between the states, foreign countries

· Each state had own money system (pblms trading)

· British reoccupied some forts (Ohio River Valley)

· Government was powerless to do anything to stop them

· Foreign countries had little respect for our new country

ROLE of GA at the CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
· William Few & Abraham Baldwin stayed until the end and signed the new US Constitution
· Disagreement on representation by states: Baldwin forced the group to work out a compromise, known as “The Great Compromise”

Reasons Why Georgia Ratified the New Constitution

· Georgia supported the new US Constitution
· More growth led to a push west into land occupied by Indians

· Needed a strong national government for protection

· Georgia became the fourth state on January 2, 1788
