Georgia Government

Georgia's first state constitution was adopted in 1777. Since then, the constitution has been revised ten times. The wording in certain areas have changed, but the basic make-up of our government has not. To amend the constitution, two-thirds of the House of Representatives and Senate chambers must vote in favor of the proposed amendment. The amendment is then passed on to the voters in the next general election. If a majority of the people vote in favor of the amendment then it will be ratified.

1. Executive Branch

Like the legislative branch, the executive branch in Georgia is very similar to the executive in the federal government. But instead of a president, Georgia has an elected governor. The governor has the power to veto bills and laws that are passed in Congress.

A. Governor- the chief executive officer of the state.

Governor is elected for four year terms. The constitution allows the governor to be elected for two consecutive (back to back) terms. Qualifications to be governor include: must be at least thirty years of age, citizen of the U.S. for at least 15 years and a resident of Georgia for at least 6 years.

B. Formal Powers of the Governor

Formal powers include executive powers, legislative powers and judicial powers. 
- Executive: able to appoint state officials, make sure laws are enforced

- Legislative: sending requests and messages to legislature on new laws being passed, able to veto bill and call special sessions of legislature.

- Judicial; power to pardon, appoint state justices (judges).

Other formal powers include: managing the state budget, sending patrols into community during times of danger and acting as commander-in-chief of the Georgia National Guard.

C. Informal Powers of the Governor

Informal powers include: the ability to appoint individuals to boards and executive offices (such as the Board of Education), communicating to the public, and issuing proclamations to honor individuals, represent the state in meetings.

D. Other Offices of the Executive Branch

Lieutenant Governor- serves under the governor and can take his or her place if needed.

State Attorney General- chief legal officer of Georgia

Secretary of State- maintains state's official records

State School Superintendent- head of the state's Department of Education

2.  Legislative Branch

The Legislative Branch of Georgia is set up to be similar to the Federal branch. Georgia's legislature is made of two houses: a senate and house of representatives. They are in charge of creating and passing laws. 

 A. Structure

The legislative branch of Georgia's government is called the Georgia General Assembly. Originally, it was a one-house legislature in 1777. But in 1789, the Assembly was reorganized to be bi-cameral, or two houses, including a senate (with 56 members) and house of representatives (with 180 members). Members of these houses are elected by popular vote for 2-year terms. They also must be at least 25 years old, citizens of the U.S. and a resident of Georgia for at least 2 years. They also must be residents of the district they are representing.

B. Sessions

The Georgia General Assembly meets for a total of 40 days during the year called a “session.” The lieutenant governor presides over the senate meetings and the house of representatives elect a presiding officer for theirs. 

C. Committees

Both houses are also then broken down into committees. Each committee serves a specific purpose: to study particular bills and present them to the rest of the house. There are several types of committees: a standing committee are permanent and last from session to session, an interim committee works on assigned issues and concerns between sessions, a conference committee meets when two different versions of a bill have been passed in the two houses and they need to meet to discuss changes, a joint committee are formed by members of both houses to work on a special task or bill.

3. Judicial Branch

The judicial branch of Georgia's government includes the courts and judges of Georgia. Judges may determine the meaning of laws or decide a law is constitutional when making a decision in a case. When a person wants to contest a law or is charged with a state violation, they must appear in front of the State Court. If a person chooses to appeal this, they must then visit a federal court.

A. The Court System

B. Judicial Definitions

Felony- a serious crime such as burglary or murder.

Misdemeanor- less serious crime punishable by less than a year in prison or fine of less than $1000.

Supreme Court- highest-ranking court in the Georgia Court System with 7 supreme court justices.

Appellate courts- review only cases on appeal from lower-ranking courts.

Trial Courts- hear original cases, both civil and criminal.
Jurisdiction-  the range of actions over which the court has control or influence.

Grand jury- determines if a person (or persons) should be officially charged and required to stand trial.

Trial jury- group of citizens who are given task of judging a person charged with a crime.

