Physiographic Regions of Georgia Book

You will be creating a book about the physiographic regions of Georgia.  You need three pieces of lightly colored construction.  You will fold them following the teacher’s example.  You will be graded on: following directions, inclusion of required elements, accuracy and completeness of answers and neatness.  Your book must have:

1. Title 
2. Tab 1: Plateau (20 pts) 
3. Tab 2: Ridge and Valley (20 pts)
4. Tab 3: Blue Ridge (20 pts)
5. Tab 4: Piedmont (20 pts)
6. Tab 5: Costal Plain (include coastal information & islands but not continental shelf) (20 pts)
A new Georgia map will be attached to the back.  Label the five physiographic regions and label and define the Fall Line.  Define it ON the map.

Each section must include the following:     (10 pts per section for a total of 80 pts per tab)
1. Physical description: (include geological facts) One to three sentences providing an overall description of the region – you may want to do this last.

2. General physical features: Things like mountains, hills in general terms.

3. Specific Physical features: proper nouns, names of mountains: ie: Lookout Mountain

4. Elevation

5. Climate: Use GA’s climate overall and try to add specific regional variations

6. Natural Resources

7. Land Use: farming, pasture, forestry 

8. Soil/rocks 

Example: Coastal Plain 
(you can use but copy or retype & add to/shorten where needed)

Location:      1.  Relative: 

South- Southeast of the fall line


     2.  Comparative size: 
Largest of areas – 60% of state
Borders: 
South: Florida



East: Atlantic Ocean and South Carolina



North: Fall line & Piedmont



West: Alabama and Florida

Physical Features:

Physical description: During prehistoric times this area was covered by the ocean and the waves wore away hills and other land formations forever impacting the appearance of this region.  Today, it is an important are for tourism, the seafood industry…(Keep Going!!)
1. General physical features:    Wide deep rivers some get wider towards the coast. Flat low relief with few steep hills or rocks. Along the coast the land is low lying. COAST: swamps, rivers & streams, estuaries; small islands; large coastal islands – real beach is only on seaward side of outer islands.  TIDES: low tide – rivers go out to sea – during high tide: the sea forces the rivers to reverse their flow so they carry a mixture of salt and fresh water for 10 miles or more called tidal rivers.  When these spill over banks they create saltwater marshes.  Marshes act as buffers from storms, filter out pollutants (Wetlands).  BARRIER ISLANDS: block ocean waves from hitting mainland – “golden islands” – explorers looking for gold, beach houses
2. Specific Physical features: Fall Line: interior boundary, zone or region several miles across – prehistoric ocean’s shoreline – land to north of line is higher in elevation causing rivers to pick up speed as they travel and “fall” through this zone.  

Okefenokee Swamp – water wetland.  Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway – 1,000 mile 

inland water highway stretching from NY to Miami

3. Elevation: Seldom more than 500 ft above sea level
4. Climate: Humid subtropical with rainfall varying from under 46 inches in the center to about 52-56 inches in the extreme south.
5. Natural Resources: Pine trees, fertile soil (75 miles inland); sea food
6. Land Use: From coast to about 75 miles inland “pine barrens”: not good for farming but this land is used for pasture and pine trees (turpentine, paper); further inland land is good for agriculture; The saltwater marshes are home to crab, shrimp and fish which plays an important role in the seafood industry.  
7. Soil/rocks: Limestone: soft rock, covered with sediment from rivers depositing soil into ocean in prehistoric times.  This area has limestone , clay, sand & sedimentary deposits.  Sand & clay are found along coast in the “pine Barrens” area.
