SSCG2 The student will analyze the role of the legislative branch in Georgia state government. 


a. Explain the qualifications, terms, election, and duties of members of the General Assembly.

General Assembly
· 180 members - house of representative

· 56 members – senate

· Elected by popular vote, every two years, unlimited # of terms

· Senate members- 

· 25 yrs old, 

· citizens of US, 

· citizen of GA for at least two years, 

· legal resident in the district they were elected for at least one yr

· **Can confirm appointments the governor makes to executive offices

· Can propose/pass bills
· House of representatives-

· 21 yrs old,

· Citizens of US,

· Citizens of GA for at least two years,

· Legal resident in the district they were elected for at least one yr.

· **Can write appropriations (spending) bills

· Can propose/pass bills

· GA General Assembly – compromised of both HR and S
· Meets each yr for 41 day session, begins second Monday in January

· Breaks/recesses do not count as part of the 41 days, sessions end near mid-March

SSCG2b.   Describe the organization of the General Assembly, with emphasis on leadership and the committee system.
1. The General Assembly is BICAMERAL

a. Means there is two houses  

· House of representatives 

· Senate

2. Leadership
a. Lieutenant Governor - presides over senate

· Does not vote

b. House of Representatives- elect a speaker

· appoints committees 

· chairperson

· assigns bills to committees

· ONLY votes when it is a tie-breaker

c. Has the power to:

·  determine the order of business

· Control debate

· Rule out proposed amendments to bills

· Enforce rules of procedure

· Control meeting times and recesses

· Order a roll call vote on any issue
3. Committee System
a. All members are organized into committees.

b. All bills must b reviewed by a committee before it can be brought up for voting

c. Makes it possible to study votes closely 

d. Standing committees—permanent  

e. Interim committee- temporary

f. Conference committee – work b/w the two houses to iron out differences

g. Joint committee- both houses- to work on making a bill 

SSCG2c Evaluate how the legislative branch fulfills its role as the lawmaking body for the state of Georgia.

· The GA State Constitution grants law-making power to the legislative branch 

The General Assembly 

· can pass laws on any matter not denied by the US Constitution 
· can amend laws

· can do away with laws

· can pass legislation on taxes, education, contracts, real estate and personal property

· Deal with inheritances, mortgages, corporations, marriage, divorce

· Makes laws concerning fines, imprisonment, death in criminal matters

· Considers public regulations, laws affecting morals, public health, business regulations, professional regulations, general welfare 

How a Bill Becomes A Law
